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THE  SPANISH  SITUATION 
A  SURVEY 

Joint  Letter 

Addressed  by 

THE  BISHOPS  OF  SPAIN  TO  THE  CATHOLIC 
BISHOPS  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD  ON 

The  Civil  War  In  Spain 

Venerable  Brothers: 

I 

THE  REASON  FOR  THE  SURVEY 

CATHOLIC  peoples  aid  one  another  mutually 
in  time  of  tribulation.  In  this  they  fulfill  the 
law  of  charity  and  brotherhood  which  binds  in  one 
mystical  body  all  who  live  in  communion  with  the 
spirit  and  love  of  Christ.  A  natural  organ  for 
realizing  this  exchange  in  the  spiritual  order  is  the 
Episcopate  because  the  Holy  Ghost  commissioned 
the  Bishops  to  govern  the  Church.  Today  Spain 
is  undergoing  one  of  the  severest  tribulations  of  her 
history.  Many  expressions  of  affection  and  sym- 
pathy have  been  received  from  Catholic  Bishops  in 
other  countries,  sometimes  as  joint  statements,  fre- 
quently as  the  statement  of  a  single  Bishop.  The 
Episcopate  of  Spain,  so  sorely  tried  in  all  its  mem- 
bers, in  its  priests  and  in  its  churches,  today  wishes 
to  acknowledge,  in  this  joint  communication,  the 
great  charity  shown  towards  us  from  all  parts  of 
the  world. 

Our  country  is  undergoing  a  most  profound  up- 
heaval. That  which  fills  us  with  tribulation  is  not 
merely  a  civil  war  most  cruel  though  it  is.  It  is 
more.   It  is  an  awful  commotion  shaking  the  very 

3 


4  The  Spanish  Situation 


foundations  of  social  life,  endangering  even  our 
existence  as  a  nation.  You  have  understood  this, 
Venerable  Brothers.  Your  words  and  your  hearts 
have  been  opened  unto  us,  we  will  say  with  the 
Apostle,  you  have  permitted  us  to  see  the  bowels 
of  your  charity  toward  our  country.  May  God 
reward  you. 

But,  Venerable  Brothers,  in  manifesting  our 
gratitude  it  is  proper  that  we  state  too  how  greatly 
we  suffer  because  so  many  have  failed  to  see  the 
truth  regarding  that  which  is  happening  in  Spain. 
It  is  a  fact,  evidenced  by  abundant  documentation, 
that  a  great  sector  of  public  opinion  abroad  is  dis- 
associated from  the  realities  of  what  has  happened 
in  our  country.  This  deviation  may  be  traceable 
to  any  one  or  to  all  of  the  following  causes:  the 
anti-Christian  spirit,  which  has  seen  in  the  conflict 
in  Spain  a  finish  fight  between  those  who  support 
and  those  who  oppose  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  Christian  civilization;  the  conflicting  currents 
of  political  opinion  seeking  supremacy  over  the 
world;  tendencious  labors  of  hidden  international 
forces;  forces  that  would  destroy  the  fatherland 
who,  using  for  instruments  misguided  Spaniards, 
shielded  by  the  name  of  Catholics,  have  done  enor- 
mous harm  to  the  true  Spain.  But  what  grieves  us 
most  is  the  thought  that  an  important  part  of  the 
foreign  Catholic  press  should  have  contributed  to 
this  mental  deviation  which  may  result  lamentably 
for  the  sacred  interests  for  which  men  are  contend- 
ing in  Spain. 

We  Bishops  who  sign  this  letter,  nearly  all,  as 
opportunity  arose,  have  endeavored  to  give  the  car- 
rect  note  concerning  the  meaning  of  this  war.  We 
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thank  the  foreign  Catholic  press  for  having  made 
its  own  the  truth  of  our  statements  just  as  sincerely 
as  we  lament  that  some  periodicals  and  reviews, 
which  ought  to  have  been  an  example  of  respect 
and  submission  to  the  voice  of  Prelates  of  the 
Church,  should  have  opposed  these  statements  or 
given  to  them  wrong  interpretations. 

This  compels  the  Episcopate  of  Spain  jointly  to 
address  our  Brothers  throughout  the  world  for  no 
purpose  other  than  to  make  shine  forth  the  truth, 
obscured  by  flippancy  or  by  malice,  and  that  they 
may  aid  us  in  spreading  it.  The  question  is  of  the 
gravest.  It  concerns  not  the  political  interests  of 
a  nation  but  the  providential  foundations  of  social 
life — religion,  justice,  authority  and  civil  liberty. 

In  this  way  we  fulfill,  in  addition  to  our  duty  as 
pastors,  which  above  all  is  the  duty  to  teach  the 
truth,  a  threefold  duty  of  religion,  of  patriotism 
and  of  humanity.  Of  religion,  because  witnesses 
ourselves  of  the  betrayals  and  heroisms  which  have 
had  our  country  for  their  stage,  we  can  offer  to  the 
world  lessons  and  examples  within  our  ministry  as 
Bishops  which  will  be  of  benefit  to  everyone.  Of 
patriotism,  because  the  Bishop  is  the  first  who  is 
obliged  to  defend  the  good  name  of  his  fatherland, 
"terra  patrum,"  because  our  venerable  predecessors 
were  those  who  moulded  our  fatherland,  made  it 
Christian,  ^'engendering  her  sons  for  Jesus  Christ" 
by  preaching  the  Gospel.  Of  humanity,  because 
God,  having  permitted  that  our  country  be  the 
place  of  experiment  for  ideas  and  procedures  which 
aspire  to  conquer  the  world,  our  desire  is  that  the 
harm  be  kept  within  the  boundaries  of  our  coun- 
try and  that  other  nations  be  saved  from  ruin. 


II 


CHARACTER  OF  THE  SURVEY 

This  document  will  not  be  the  demonstration  of 
a  thesis,  but  the  simple  exposition,  in  general  terms, 
of  the  facts  which  characterize  our  war  and  give  it 
the  historical  complexion.  Spain's  war  is  the  result 
of  a  shock  between  irreconcilable  ideologies;  in  its 
very  origins  are  involved  very  grave  questions, 
moral,  juridical,  religious  and  historical.  It  would 
not  be  diflScult  to  develop  fundamental  points  of 
doctrine  applied  to  our  present  situation.  This  has 
been  done  already,  abundantly,  even  by  some  of 
the  Brothers  who  sign  this  letter.  But  we  live  in 
a  time  of  positivism,  calculating,  cold,  and  especi- 
ally in  treating  facts,  such  as  those  produced  dur- 
ing this  war;  what  is  needed — what  has  been  de- 
manded a  hundred  times  from  abroad — are  living 
palpitating  facts  which  through  affirmation  or  dis- 
putation will  reveal  the  truth,  simple  and  just. 

For  that  reason  this  document  assumes  a  charac- 
ter that  is  assertive  and  categoric  and  of  an  empiric 
type.  And  this  in  both  its  aspects:  in  the  judgment 
we  formulate  based  solidly  on  a  legitimate  appraisal 
of  the  facts  and  in  the  affirmation,  "per  opposi- 
tum,"  by  which,  with  all  charity,  we  destroy  false 
affirmation  and  tortuous  interpretations  that  have 
served  to  falsify  the  history  of  this  year  of  the  life 
of  Spain. 
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OUR  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  WAR 

Let  it  be  recorded  right  at  the  beginning  (since 
war  could  have  been  foreseen  from  the  moment 
rude  and  inconsiderate  attack  was  made  on  the 
national  spirit) ,  that,  without  interruption  since 
1931,  the  Spanish  Episcopate  has  given  an  example 
of  apostolic  and  civic  prudence  of  the  highest 
order.  Faithful  to  the  tradition  of  the  Church  and 
guided  by  the  directions  of  the  Holy  See,  the 
Bishops  placed  themselves  resolutely  on  the  side  of 
constituted  authority,  and  did  everything  in  their 
power  to  collaborate  with  it  for  the  common  good. 
And,  in  spite  of  repeated  offenses  against  the  per- 
sons, the  things  and  the  rights  of  the  Church,  per- 
sisted in  its  purpose  not  to  disturb  the  regime  of 
concord  established  in  an  earlier  period.  '"Etiam 
dyscolis":  to  vexation  our  reply  was  exemplary 
loyal  submission  in  everything  where  we  could  sub- 
mit; grave  protest,  reasoned  and  apostolic  when  it 
was  our  duty  to  protest ;  and  sincere  appeals  repeat- 
edly made  to  our  Catholic  people  who  supported  us 
so  that  our  intervention  was  a  powerful  factor  in 
preserving  national  concord  at  a  time  of  deep 
social  and  political  commotion. 

When  war  broke  out  we,  more  than  any  one, 
lamented  the  painful  fact,  because  war  is  always  a 
most  grave  evil,  frequently  not  compensated  by 
problematic  advantages  and  because  ours  is  a  mis- 
sion of  reconciliation  and  peace.  "Et  in  terra  pax." 
From  the  day  of  its  beginning  our  hands  have  been 
lifted  up  to  heaven  in  prayer  that  the  war  end.  And 
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in  these  moments  we  repeat  the  words  of  Pius  XI, 
spoken  when  the  great  powers  were  about  to  un- 
chain another  war  in  Europe:  *'We  implore  peace, 
we  bless  peace,  and  we  pray  for  peace/'  God  is  the 
witness  of  the  efforts  we  have  made  to  lessen  the 
destruction  that  forms  its  train. 

To  our  desires  for  peace  we  join  our  generous 
pardon  for  our  persecutors  and  our  feelings  of 
charity  for  all.  And  on  the  battlefields  we  say  to 
our  sons  of  the  one  and  of  the  other  party  the  words 
of  the  Apostle:  *'God  is  my  witness,  how  I  long 
after  you  all  in  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ." 

But  peace  is  the  tranquillity  of  order,  divine,  na- 
tional, social  and  individual,  which  ensures  to 
everyone  his  place  and  gives  him  what  is  due  to 
him,  putting  the  glory  of  God  above  all  duties  and 
making  the  brotherly  service  of  all  derive  from 
His  love.  And  such  is  the  human  condition  and  the 
order  of  Divine  Providence — without  its  having 
been  possible  hitherto  to  find  a  substitute  for  it — 
that  war,  though  it  is  one  of  the  most  terrible 
scourges  of  mankind,  yet  sometimes  is  the  heroic 
and  only  remedy  for  replacing  things  on  the  cen- 
ter of  the  pivot  of  justice  and  bringing  them  back 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Peace.  Therefore  the  Church, 
even  while  she  is  the  daughter  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  has  blessed  emblems  of  war,  has  founded 
military  Orders,  and  has  organized  Crusades  against 
the  enemies  of  the  Faith. 

This  is  not  our  case.  The  Church  has  neither 
wished  for  this  war  nor  provoked  it,  and  we  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  vindicate  her  from  the  charge 
of  belligerency  with  which  the  Church  in  Spain 
has  been  censured  in  foreign  newspapers.   It  is  true 
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that  thousands  of  her  sons,  obeying  the  promptings 
of  their  conscience  and  of  their  patriotism,  and  on 
their  own  responsibiUty,  rose  in  arms  to  safeguard 
the  principles  of  reUgion  and  Christian  justice 
which  for  ages  have  formed  the  nation's  Hfe.  But 
whoever  accuses  her  of  having  provoked  this  war, 
or  of  having  conspired  for  it,  or  even  of  not  having 
done  all  that  in  her  lay  to  avoid  it,  ignores  or  falsi- 
fies the  reality. 

This  is  the  position  of  the  Spanish  Episcopate,  of 
the  Church  in  Spain,  in  respect  to  the  present  war. 
She  was  vexed  and  persecuted  before  it  broke  out; 
she  has  been  the  chief  victim  of  the  fury  of  one  of 
the  contending  parties;  and  she  has  not  ceased  to 
work  with  her  prayers,  with  her  exhortations,  with 
her  influence,  to  lessen  its  damages  and  to  cut  short 
the  days  of  trial. 

And  if  today  jointly  we  formulate  our  verdict 
on  this  most  complex  question  of  the  war  in  Spain, 
we  do  so  first  because,  even  though  the  war  were 
of  political  and  social  character,  in  the  religious 
order  it  has  had  such  grave  repercussions  and  it  has 
appeared  so  clear  from  its  beginning  that  one  of 
the  belligerent  parties  aimed  directly  at  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Catholic  religion  in  Spain,  that,  as 
Bishops  of  Spain,  we  could  not  remain  silent  with- 
out deserting  the  interests  of  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ 
or  without  incurring  for  ourselves  that  terrible 
name,  "Canes  muti,"  with  which  the  Prophet  con- 
demns those  who,  having  a  duty  to  speak,  remain 
silent  at  the  sight  of  injustice.  Secondly  we  speak 
because  the  attitude  of  the  Church  in  Spain  toward 
this  war,  that  is  to  say  the  attitude  of  the  Spanish 
Episcopate,  has  been  tortuously  interpreted  in  for- 
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eign  countries;  one  outstanding  politician  in  a  for- 
eign Catholic  review  goes  so  far  as  to  impute  this 
war  to  the  mental  obfuscation  of  the  Archbishops 
of  Spain,  who,  he  charges,  being  old  men  who  owe 
everything  they  are  to  the  monarchical  regime,  by 
alleging  reasons  of  discipline  and  obedience  have 
dragged  the  other  Bishops  of  Spain  into  an  attitude 
favorable  to  the  nationaUst  movement,  while  others 
denounce  us  as  rash  men  who  have  exposed  to  the 
dangers  of  a  grasping  tyrannical  system  the  spirit- 
ual order  of  the  Church  whose  liberty  it  is  our  duty 
to  defend. 

No!  That  liberty  be  restored  is  precisely  what 
we  demand  more  than  anything  else  so  that  we 
may  exercise  our  ministry;  in  that  are  rooted  all 
the  liberties  of  the  Church  the  restoration  of  which 
we  demand.  And,  because  of  this  we  have  not 
bound  ourselves  to  any  one — person,  public  au- 
thority or  institution — although  we  are  grateful 
for  the  protection  of  those  who  liberated  us  from 
the  enemy  whose  design  was  to  destroy  us  and  we 
are  disposed  to  collaborate,  as  Bishops  and  as 
Spaniards,  with  those  who  are  trying  to  restore  in 
Spain  a  regime  of  peace  and  justice.  No  public  au- 
thority will  ever  be  able  to  say  that  we  have  de- 
parted, even  for  a  moment,  from  this  line  of  con- 
duct. 


IV 


FIVE  PRE-WAR  YEARS 

We  affirm,  first  and  foremost,  that  the  audacity 
and  the  mistakes,  the  treachery  perhaps  and  the 
cowardice,  of  those  who,  if  they  had  governed  the 
nation  with  justice,  might  have  avoided  it,  brought 
this  war  upon  us. 

Setting  aside  other  less  effective  consideration, 
the  legislators  of  1931  and  after  them  the  Chief 
Executive  of  the  State,  with  their  practices  of  gov- 
ernment, were  the  men  who  stubbornly  undertook 
to  change  abruptly  the  course  of  our  history  in 
a  direction  wholly  contrary  to  the  nature  and  re- 
quirements of  the  temperament  of  the  nation,  and 
especially  in  opposition  to  the  religious  sentiment 
prevailing  in  the  country.  The  Constitution  and 
the  laical  legislation  which  developed  its  spirit  were 
a  violent  continuous  attack  on  the  national  con- 
science. The  rights  of  God  being  denied,  the 
Church  being  scoffed  at,  our  society  was  weakened 
by  law  in  that  which  is  most  essential  to  its  life, 
religion.  The  Spanish  people,  who  for  the  most 
part  kept  alive  the  faith  of  their  fathers,  with  un- 
broken patience  accepted  the  outrages  repeatedly 
committed  in  iniquitous  statutes  against  their  con- 
science; but,  in  their  audacity,  those  who  governed 
had  planted  in  the  soul  of  the  nation,  together  with 
the  outrage,  the  seed  of  repudiation  and  of  protest 
against  a  social  power  which  had  been  wanting  in 
justice,  the  most  fundamental,  which  it  owed  to 
God  and  to  the  conscience  of  the  citizen. 

At  the  same  time,  the  authorities  on  many  and 
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grave  occasions  surrendered  their  power  to  the 
populace.  The  burning  of  the  churches  in  Madrid 
and  in  the  provinces  in  May,  1931;  the  revolts  of 
October,  1934,  especially  in  Catalonia  and  Asturias 
where  anarchy  ruled  during  two  weeks;  the  tur- 
bulent period  from  February  till  July  1936,  when 
411  churches  were  destroyed  or  profaned  and  when 
about  3,000  grave  transgressions  of  a  political  and 
social  character  were  committed — these  foretold 
the  total  ruin  of  a  public  authority  which  was  often 
seen  to  succumb  to  the  strength  of  the  hidden 
powers  which  controlled  its  actions. 

Our  political  regime  of  democratic  liberty  was 
unsettled  by  the  arbitrary  acts  of  the  authority  of 
the  State,  and  Governmental  pressure  overrode  the 
people's  will,  ending  in  the  organization  of  a  politi- 
cal machine  against  the  majority  of  the  nation,  so 
that  in  the  last  parliamentary  elections  in  February 
1936,  it  occurred  that,  with  more  than  half  a  mil- 
lion votes  majority  over  the  Left,  the  Right  had  118 
fewer  deputies  than  the  People's  Front,  because  the 
votes  of  whole  provinces  had  been  ruthlessly  can- 
celled, corrupting  in  its  origin  the  legitimacy  of 
the  parliament. 

And,  while  our  people  were  being  disrupted  by 
the  relaxation  of  social  ties,  our  economy  bled  to 
excess,  the  rhythm  of  work  altered  without  aim, 
and  the  strength  of  the  organs  of  social  defense 
maliciously  enfeebled;  another  powerful  people, 
Russia,  combining  with  the  Communists  of  Spain, 
by  means  of  the  theatre  and  the  cinema,  through 
the  introduction  of  exotic  ways  and  customs, 
through  intellectual  fascination  and  material  brib- 
ery, was  preparing  the  people's  spirit  for  the  break- 
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ing  out  of  a  Revolution  which  could  be  predicted 
nearly  to  the  exact  date. 

On  February  27,  1936,  immediately  after  the 
triumph  of  the  People's  Front,  the  Russian  Komin- 
tern  decreed  the  Spanish  Revolution,  and  financed 
it  with  enormous  amounts  of  money.  On  the  first 
of  the  following  May,  hundreds  of  young  people 
clamored  openly  in  Madrid  *'for  bombs  and  pistols, 
powder  and  dynamite  for  the  coming  Revolution.'* 
On  the  1 6th  of  the  same  month  the  representatives 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  met  with  the  Spanish  delegates 
to  the  Third  International  at  the  Casa  del  Pueblo 
in  Valencia  and  resolved,  in  the  ninth  of  their  reso- 
lutions: "To  assign  to  one  of  the  sectors  of  Madrid, 
that  one  designated  by  the  number  25,  made  up  of 
police  oflScers  on  active  service,  the  elimination  of 
the  political  and  military  personages  destined  to 
play  an  important  role  in  the  counter-revolution." 
Meanwhile,  from  Madrid  to  the  most  distant  vil- 
lages, the  revolutionary  militiamen  learned  mili- 
tary instructions  and  they  were  armed  plentifully, 
to  the  point  that  when  the  war  broke  out,  they 
were  able  to  rely  upon  150,000  shock  troops  and 
100,000  reserves. 

It  may  appear  to  you.  Venerable  Brothers,  in- 
appropriate in  an  Episcopal  document  to  enumer- 
ate these  facts.  We  have  preferred  them  to  the  rea- 
sons of  political  law  which  could  justify  a  national 
movement  of  resistance.  Without  God,  Who  must 
be  in  the  foundation  and  on  the  summit  of  the 
social  structure;  without  authority,  which  nothing 
can  replace  in  its  functions  of  creator  of  order  and 
maintainer  of  civil  rights;  with  material  strength 
at  the  service  of  the  Godless  and  of  men  without 
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conscience,  driven  by  powerful  agents  of  interna- 
tional type,  Spain  had  perforce  to  slip  towards 
anarchy  which  is  the  contrary  of  common  weal 
and  of  justice  and  social  order.  To  this  end  have 
come  those  regions  of  Spain  where  the  Revolution 
has  followed  its  initial  trend. 

These  are  the  facts.  Compare  them  with  the 
doctrine  of  St.  Thomas  concerning  the  right  to  de- 
fensive resistance  by  force,  and  let  each  judge  with 
just  judgment.  Nobody  will  be  able  to  deny  that 
in  the  very  moment  the  conflict  broke  out  the 
actual  existence  of  the  common  good — religion, 
justice  and  peace — was  gravely  in  danger;  and 
that,  as  a  body,  the  social  authorities,  and  prudent 
men,  who  make  up  the  people  in  their  natural  or- 
ganization and  in  their  better  elements,  recognized 
the  public  danger.  With  regard  to  the  third  con- 
dition which  the  Angelic  Doctor  requires  as  re- 
gards the  conviction  of  prudent  men  concerning 
the  probability  of  success,  we  leave  it  to  the  judg- 
ment of  history;  the  facts  up  to  the  present  are  not 
contrary  to  it. 

We  reply  to  an  observation  which  a  foreign  re- 
view makes  concerning  the  fact  of  the  murdered 
priests,  which  could  be  extended  to  all  that  con- 
stitutes this  immense  social  trouble  that  Spain  has 
suffered.  It  refers  to  the  possibility  that,  if  the 
rising  had  not  occurred,  the  public  peace  would  not 
have  been  altered:  "In  spite  of  the  excesses  com- 
mitted by  the  Reds,"  we  read,  ''it  remains  true  that 
if  Franco  had  not  revolted  the  hundreds  or  thou- 
sands of  priests  who  have  been  murdered  would 
have  been  spared  and  would  have  continued  to  do 
God's  work  for  souls." 
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We  cannot  subscribe  to  this  assertion,  witnesses 
as  we  are  of  the  Spanish  situation  in  the  moment 
of  the  outbreak  of  the  conflict.  The  truth  is  just 
the  contrary;  because  it  is  a  fact  proved  by  docu- 
mentary evidence  that  in  the  scrupulously  prepared 
plan  of  the  Marxist  Revolution  which  was  being 
made  ready  and  which  would  have  broken  out  in 
the  whole  country,  if  in  great  part  it  had  not  been 
hindered  by  the  civic  military  movement,  the  ex- 
termination of  the  clergy  was  ordered,  along  with 
that  of  those  listed  as  members  of  the  Right,  just 
as  the  Sovietization  of  industries  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  Communism.  It  was  during  last  January 
that  a  leading  anarchist  told  the  world  by  wireless: 
"We  must  say  things  as  they  are,  and  the  truth  is 
none  other  than  that  the  military  have  stolen  a 
march  on  us  to  avoid  our  unchaining  the  revolu- 
tion." 

As  our  first  aflfirmation  in  this  document  let  it 
stand  as  established  that  five  years  of  continuous 
outrages  against  the  subjects  of  Spain  in  the  re- 
ligious and  social  orders  had  exposed  to  grave  peril 
the  very  existence  of  the  public  good  and  had  sub- 
jected the  spirit  of  the  Spanish  people  to  enormous 
strain;  that  in  the  national  conscience  was  the  con- 
viction that,  having  exhausted  every  legal  means, 
only  recourse  to  force  remained  to  preserve  order 
and  peace;  that  powers,  distinct  from  the  pubHc 
authority,  recognized  as  legitimate,  had  decided  to 
overthrow  constitutional  order  and  with  violence 
set  up  Communism;  and  finally,  that,  by  the  in- 
exorable logic  of  the  facts,  Spain  of  necessity  faced 
this  dilemma:  either  succumb  in  a  finish  fight  with 
devastating  Communism  already  prepared  and  de- 
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creed  as  has  happened  in  those  sections  of  Spain 
where  the  nationaHst  movement  did  not  prevail;  or 
through  a  titanic  effort  of  resistance  attempt  to 
free  herself  from  the  terrible  enemy  and  save  from 
destruction  the  fundamental  principles  of  her  so- 
cial life  and  of  her  character  as  a  nation. 


V 


THE  MILITARY  UPRISING  AND  THE 
COMMUNIST  REVOLUTION 

On  the  18  th  of  July  of  last  year,  the  miUtary 
revolt  took  place,  and  the  war  which  still  lasts 
broke  out.  But  be  it  noted,  first,  that  the  military 
revolt  was  not  produced,  from  its  beginnings,  with- 
out the  collaboration  of  the  sound  mass  of  the 
people,  which  joined  the  movement  in  great  num- 
bers, and  can  therefore  be  qualified  as  a  civil-mili- 
tary movement ;  and  secondly,  that  this  movement 
and  the  Communist  revolution  are  two  facts  which 
cannot  be  separated  if  one  wishes  to  form  a  fair 
judgment  on  the  nature  of  the  war.  Happening 
simultaneously  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  con- 
flict, they  mark  the  deep  division  of  the  two  Spains 
which  were  to  contend  on  the  battlefields. 

There  is  yet  more:  the  movement  did  not  take 
place  without  those  who  initiated  it  previously  urg- 
ing the  public  authorities  to  oppose  by  legal  means 
impending  Marxist  Revolution.  The  attempt  was 
unsuccessful  and  the  conflict  broke  out,  from  the 
first  instant,  between  the  civil-military  forces  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  not  so  much  the 
forces  of  the  Government  which  tried  to  reduce 
it,  as  the  unchained  fury  of  popular  militiamen, 
who,  protected  at  least  by  governmental  passivity, 
placed  themselves  in  the  official  commands  of  the 
army,  and  made  use  not  only  of  the  armament 
which  they  unlawfully  possessed,  but  also  of  that 
stored  in  the  military  arsenals  of  the  state,  throw- 
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ing  themselves  like  a  destroying  avalanche  against 
all  that  constitutes  a  support  to  society. 

This  is  the  characteristic  of  the  reaction  set  up 
in  the  governmental  field  against  the  civil-military 
rising.  It  is  certainly  a  counter-attack  by  the 
forces  loyal  to  the  Government;  but  it  is  above  all 
a  fight  in  partnership  with  the  anarchical  forces 
which  joined  them  and  which  will  fight  together 
with  them  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Russia  has 
grafted  herself  onto  the  governmental  army,  as  the 
whole  world  knows,  taking  part  in  its  commands; 
and  she  aimed  really,  while  preserving  the  appear- 
ance of  the  People's  Front  Government,  at  im- 
planting the  Communist  regime  through  the  sub- 
version of  the  established  social  order.  In  judging 
the  legality  of  the  nationalist  movement,  one  can- 
not disregard  the  intervention  on  the  other  side  of 
these  "'uncontrollable  and  anarchical  miHtiamen" — 
in  the  phrase  of  a  minister  of  the  Madrid  Govern- 
ment— whose  power  might  have  prevailed  over  the 
nation. 

And  because  in  God  lies  the  deepest  foundation 
of  a  well-ordered  society — as  was  the  case  with  the 
Spanish  nation — the  Communist  Revolution,  allied 
to  the  Government  armies,  was,  above  all,  anti- 
divine.  So  the  cycle  of  secularist  legislation  of  the 
Constitution  of  1931  closed  with  the  destruction 
of  all  that  was  connected  with  God.  We  allow  for 
every  personal  intervention  of  those  who  have  not 
consciously  militated  under  this  sign;  we  only  mark 
out  the  general  direction  of  events. 

And  so  in  the  national  soul  there  occurred  a  re- 
action of  a  religious  nature,  corresponding  to  the 
nihilist  and  destructive  action  of  the  Godless.  And 
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Spain  remained  divided  into  two  great  military 
factions,  each  one  of  them,  as  it  were,  cemented  by 
the  two  deeply  popular  tendencies;  and  surround- 
ing and  collaborating  with  them  there  polarized, 
in  the  form  of  voluntary  militiamen  and  assistance 
and  rearguard  services,  the  opposing  forces  which 
hold  the  Nation  divided. 

The  war  is  therefore  like  an  armed  plebiscite. 
The  bloodless  struggle  of  the  elections  of  February 
1936,  when  the  lack  of  political  conscience  of  the 
national  government  arbitrarily  gave  the  revolu- 
tionary forces  a  victory  which  they  had  not  ob- 
tained at  the  polls,  was  transformed  by  the  civil- 
military  struggle,  into  the  cruel  fight  of  a  people 
cleft  into  two  tendencies:  the  spiritual  on  the  side 
of  the  insurgents,  who  aimed  at  the  defense  of 
order,  social  peace,  traditional  civilization  and  the 
mother-country,  and  very  ostensibly,  in  a  great 
sector,  the  defense  of  religion;  and  on  the  other  side 
the  materialist  tendency,  be  it  called  Marxist,  Com- 
munist or  Anarchist,  which  wanted  to  substitute 
for  the  old  civilization  of  Spain  with  all  its  factors, 
the  ultra  new  "civilization"  of  the  Russian  Soviets. 

Later  complications  of  the  war  have  altered  only 
superficially  its  character.  Communist  interna- 
tionalism has  run  to  Spanish  territory  to  help  the 
Marxist  Army  and  people;  just  as,  for  the  natural 
exigencies  of  the  defense  and  for  considerations  of 
an  international  character,  there  have  come  to  help 
the  traditional  Spain,  arms  and  men  of  other  for- 
eign countries.  But  the  national  nuclei  remain  the 
same,  although  the  struggle,  being  profoundly 
popular,  may  have  come  to  take  on  the  character  of 
an  international  struggle. 
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Thus  it  is  that  clear-sighted  observers  have  been 
able  to  write  these  words  about  our  war:  "It  is  a 
race  of  speed  between  Bolshevism  and  Christian 
civilization,"  "a  new  and  perhaps  decisive  battle  in 
the  war  waging  between  Revolution  and  Order," 
"an  international  struggle  on  a  national  battlefield ; 
Communism  wages  in  the  Peninsula  a  formidable 
battle,  on  which  depends  the  fate  of  Europe." 

We  have  only  traced  an  historical  sketch,  from 
which  derives  this  assertion:  the  civil-military  re- 
volt was  in  its  origin  a  national  movement  in  de- 
fense of  the  fundamental  principles  of  every  civil- 
ized society;  in  its  development,  it  has  been  one  of 
defense  against  anarchy  in  league  with  the  forces 
at  the  service  of  a  Government  which  could  not  or 
would  not  guard  those  principles. 

Consequent  on  this  assertion  are  the  following 
conclusions: 

First,  that  the  Church,  in  spite  of  her  spirit  of 
peace  and  of  the  fact  that  she  neither  desired  the 
war  nor  collaborated  in  it,  could  not  be  indifferent 
to  the  struggle.  Her  doctrine  and  her  spirit,  the 
sense  of  self-preservation,  and  the  experience  of 
Russia  made  this  impossible.  On  the  one  side  God 
was  suppressed.  Whose  work  must  be  carried  on  by 
the  Church  in  the  world,  and  the  Church  herself 
was  damaged  greatly  in  persons,  things  and  rights, 
such  as  perhaps  has  never  been  suffered  by  any  in- 
stitution in  history;  on  the  other  side,  whatever 
might  be  the  human  weakness,  there  was  the  effort 
to  preserve  the  old  spirit,  Spanish  and  Christian. 

Secondly,  the  Church,  with  all  that,  has  not  been 
able  to  identify  herself  with  conduct,  tendencies 
or  intentions  which  at  the  present  time  or  in  the 
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future  might  be  able  to  distort  the  character  of  the 
national  movement,  its  origins,  manifestations  and 
ends. 

Thirdly,  we  affirm  that  this  civil-military  up- 
rising has  struck  deep  into  the  popular  conscience 
a  two-branched  root  appealing  to  the  sentiment  of 
patriotism  because  in  it  the  people  recognize  the 
only  means  of  setting  Spain  once  more  on  her  feet 
and  of  saving  her  from  utter  ruin,  and  to  the  re- 
ligious sentiment  because  in  it  the  people  recognize 
the  power  to  reduce  to  impotency  the  enemies  of 
God  and  to  guarantee  for  the  future  this  faith  and 
their  freedom  to  practice  their  religion. 

Fourthly,  as  things  now  stand  in  Spain,  there  is 
no  hope  left  that  justice  and  peace  and  the  things 
that  derive  from  them  can  be  won  back  except  by 
the  triumph  of  the  nationalist  movement.  Today 
perhaps  this  is  more  evident  than  in  the  beginning 
because  in  the  opposing  band,  in  spite  of  all  the 
efforts  men  of  the  government  have  made,  there 
is  no  guarantee  for  either  social  or  political  sta- 
biUty. 


VI 


CHARACTER  OF  THE  COMMUNIST 
REVOLUTION 

The  Communist  revolution  having  been  set  in 
motion,  it  will  be  useful  to  point  out  its  character- 
istics. We  limit  ourselves  to  the  following  affirma- 
tions which  are  the  result  of  an  examination  of 
fully  proved  facts,  many  of  which  are  evidenced  by 
reports,  of  established  validity,  both  descriptive  and 
graphic,  which  we  have  before  us.  We  note  that 
there  is  scarcely  any  information  duly  authenti- 
cated excepting  from  territory  that  has  been  liber- 
ated from  the  communists.  There  still  remain 
under  the  arms  of  the  Red  army,  wholly  or  in  part, 
several  provinces.  Little  as  yet  is  known  of  the 
excesses  committed  in  these  but  they  are  doubtless 
most  numerous  and  most  grave. 

Judging  as  a  whole  the  excesses  of  the  Spanish 
communist  revolution,  we  affirm  that,  in  the  his- 
tory of  western  peoples,  there  is  no  record  of  a  phe- 
nomenon of  collective  savagery  comparable  to  this, 
nor  of  any  like  accumulation  produced  in  a  few 
weeks  of  transgressions  committed  against  the 
fundamental  rights  of  God,  of  society  and  of  the 
human  personality.  Nor  would  it  be  easy,  collect- 
ing similar  facts  and  classifying  them  for  the  tabu- 
lation of  criminal  statistics  to  find  anywhere  in 
history  an  epoch  or  a  people  that  could  present 
aberrations  so  enormous  or  so  numerous.  We  are 
making  history.  We  are  not  attempting  any 
psychological  or  sociological  interpretations.  That 
would  require  special  study.  The  anarchist  revo- 
lution has  been  "exceptional"  in  history. 
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To  this  we  add  that  the  hecatomb  of  persons  and 
things  produced  by  the  Communist  Revolution  was 
premeditated.  A  short  time  before  the  revolution 
there  had  arrived  from  Russia  79  agitators,  all 
specialists.  The  National  Committee  for  Marxist 
Union,  at  the  same  time,  issued  orders  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  revolutionary  militia  in  every 
town.  The  destruction  of  the  churches,  or  at  least 
of  all  their  furnishings  was  systematic  and  accord- 
ing to  plan.  In  the  brief  space  of  one  month  all 
the  church  buildings  were  rendered  unfit  for  use 
as  places  of  worship. 

As  long  ago  as  1931  the  Atheist  League  had  in 
its  platform  a  plank  that  read:  "Plebiscite  to  de- 
termine the  use  to  which  churches  and  parish  rec- 
tories are  to  be  put,"  and  one  of  the  provincial 
committees  announced  this  rule:  "Any  building  or 
buildings  heretofore  used  for  worship  shall  be  used 
as  a  community  warehouse,  a  public  market,  a 
popular  library,  a  bath  house  or  public  toilet,  etc., 
as  may  best  meet  the  requirements  of  each  town." 
Black  lists  had  been  previously  drawn  up  of  out- 
standing persons  held  to  be  enemies  of  the  revolu- 
tion and  all  on  these  lists  were  to  be  eliminated.  In 
some  of  these  at  the  head  of  the  list  was  the  name 
of  the  Bishop.  One  Communist  chief  noticing  that 
the  people  wished  to  spare  the  parish  priest,  said 
with  reference  to  priests  in  general:  "We  have 
orders  to  root  up  all  their  seed." 

Eloquent  proof  that  the  destruction  of  the 
churches  and  the  slaughter  of  the  priests  without 
any  exception  was  premeditated  is  the  frightful 
number  of  the  victims.  Although  complete  figures 
are  not  yet  available,  we  have  listed  twenty  thou- 


24  The  Spanish  Situation 


sand  churches  and  chapels  that  have  been  destroyed 
outright  or  completely  gutted.  Figuring  that  an 
average  of  forty  percent  of  the  priests  in  the 
devastated  diocese  were  assassinated  (we  know  that 
in  some  eighty  percent  were  assassinated)  and 
counting  only  the  diocesan  clergy,  we  arrive  at  a 
total  of  six  thousand.  They  were  hunted  down 
with  hounds,  they  were  tracked  over  the  mountains 
and  through  the  wilderness,  every  hiding  place  was 
searched.  They  were  generally  butchered  without 
trial,  struck  down  in  their  tracks  for  no  reason 
other  than  their  social  ministry  as  priests. 

Cruel,  most  cruel  has  been  this  revolution. 
Massacre  took  on  forms  of  horrible  savagery.  It  is 
reckoned  that  three  hundred  thousand  laymen  were 
slaughtered,  murdered  because  of  their  political 
convictions  and  especially  because  of  their  religious 
faith.  In  Madrid  during  the  first  three  months 
more  than  twenty-two  thousand  were  slaughtered. 
Scarcely  a  town  is  found  in  which  prominent 
townsmen  have  not  been  killed,  eliminated  because 
they  were  Rightists.  There  was  no  regular  pro- 
cedure, no  formal  charge  was  made,  no  evidence 
called  for,  in  most  cases  no  trial  of  any  kind  took 
place.  The  victims  were  tortured,  many  had  their 
limbs  cut  off  or  were  frightfully  mutilated  before 
they  were  slain.  In  some  cases  the  eyes  were  gouged 
out,  the  tongue  cut  off,  others  were  burned  in  open 
trenches,  buried  alive,  hacked  to  death.  The 
cruellest  torments  were  reserved  for  the  ministers 
of  God.  For  charity's  sake  we  will  not  give  more 
details. 

This  revolution  was  inhuman.  The  modesty  of 
women  was  not  respected,  not  that  even  of  women 


A  Survey 


25 


consecrated  to  God  by  vow.  Graves  were  dese- 
crated, cemeteries  profaned.  In  the  famoixs 
romanesque  monastery  of  RipoU  the  tombs  were 
destroyed,  among  them  the  tomb  of  Wilfred  the 
Hairy,  Conqueror  of  Catalonia,  and  that  of  Bishop 
Morgades,  who  restored  the  celebrated  monastery. 
At  Vich  the  tomb  of  the  great  Balmes  was  violated. 
We  have  read  that  they  played  football  with  the 
skull  of  the  great  Bishop,  Torras  y  Bages,  and  that, 
in  the  ancient  cemetery  of  Huesca,  hundreds  of 
graves  were  opened  to  rob  the  corpses  of  gold  fill- 
ings in  their  teeth  and  of  jewelry.  Among  the 
methods  of  torture  used  some  are  evidence  that  all 
sentiment  of  humanity  had  been  perverted  or 
wholly  suppressed. 

This  revolution  was  barbarous.  It  destroyed  the 
work  of  centuries  of  civilization.  It  destroyed,  by 
thousands,  works  of  art  many  of  which  are  known 
throughout  the  world.  It  plundered  or  burned 
archives  rendering  historical  research  impossible, 
destroying  documentary  evidence  of  juridical  as 
well  as  of  social  significance.  Hundreds  of  paint- 
ings were  slashed,  sculptures  mutilated  and  marvels 
of  architecture  ruined  forever.  We  can  say  that 
the  art  treasures  accumulated  through  the  cen- 
turies have  been  stupidly  destroyed  by  the  Com- 
munists. Even  the  Arch  of  Bara  at  Tarragona,  the 
work  of  the  Romans  who  twenty  centuries  ago 
visited  that  place,  was  wrecked  by  their  dynamite. 
The  famous  art  collections  of  the  Cathedral  at 
Toledo,  the  Liria  Palace,  the  Prado  Museum,  have 
been  brutally  despoiled.  A  large  number  of 
libraries  have  disappeared.  No  war,  no  barbarian 
invasion,  no  social  commotion,  in  any  century,  has 
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caused  in  Spain  a  ruin  to  compare  with  the  present, 
with  the  concurrence  therein  of  factors  that  were 
not  involved  in  former  times;  a  shrewd  organiza- 
tion put  at  the  service  of  a  terrible  purpose  of 
annihilation,  concentrated  against  the  things  of 
God,  employing  means  of  communication  and  de- 
struction now  within  the  reach  of  every  criminal 
hand. 

This  revolution  had  only  contempt  for  even  the 
elementary  principles  of  international  law.  Recall 
what  happened  in  the  Bilbao  prisons  where  most 
inhumanly  hundreds  of  prisoners  were  slain  by  the 
mob;  the  reprisals  committed  on  hostages  detained 
aboard  ships  and  in  prisons  for  no  better  reason 
than  a  reverse  in  war;  the  mass  murders  in  which 
luckless  prisoners  were  tied  together  and  sprayed 
with  machine  gun  bullets ;  the  bombardment  of  de- 
fenseless cities  without  any  military  objective. 

This  revolution  was  essentially  a  war  against 
Spain.  The  work  of  destruction  was  carried  on  to 
the  echoes  of  cries  of  "Viva  Rusia!",  under  the 
shelter  of  the  banner  of  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional. Posters  on  bill  boards,  arguments  to  justify 
the  revolution  offered  by  persons  having  no  interest 
in  Spain,  the  robbing  of  the  nation  to  enrich  for- 
eigners, the  hymn  of  the  Communist  International 
adopted  for  the  hymn  of  the  revolution;  all  these 
are  evidence  more  than  enough  to  prove  the  hatred 
this  revolution  had  for  the  national  spirit  and  for 
all  sentiments  of  patriotism. 

But  above  all  this  revolution  was  a  war  on  Chris- 
tianity. We  do  not  believe  that  in  the  history  of 
Christianity  in  so  brief  a  space  of  a  few  weeks  has 
there  ever  occurred  another  such  explosion,  mani- 
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fested  in  all  the  forms  of  thought,  of  will  and  of 
passion,  of  hatred  for  Jesus  Christ  and  His  holy 
religion.  Such  have  been  the  sacrilegious  ravages 
suffered  by  the  Church  in  Spain,  that  the  delegates 
sent  by  the  Spanish  Reds  to  the  convention  of  the 
godless  at  Moscow  could  report:  "Spain  has  far 
surpassed  the  work  of  the  Soviets,  because  in  Spain 
the  Church  has  been  completely  annihilated." 

We  count  the  martyrs  in  thousands.  The  wit- 
ness they  have  given  is  a  fountain  of  hope  for  our 
poor  country.  But  we  might  search  the  martyr- 
ology  in  vain  for  a  form  of  martyrdom  not  em- 
ployed by  Communism,  not  excepting  even  cruci- 
fixion. On  the  other  hand  new  forms  of  torture 
were  made  possible  by  modern  substances  and  de- 
vices. 

Hatred  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Blessed  Virgin 
have  been  carried  to  the  utmost.  Hundreds  of 
crucifixes  hacked;  images  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  dis- 
figured in  beastly  ways;  at  Bilbao  on  the  bill  boards 
the  Mother  of  God  blasphemed  sacrilegiously;  ob- 
scene literature  found  in  the  red  trenches  ridiculing 
the  divine  mysteries;  the  frequent  profanation  of 
the  Consecrated  Host;  these  reveal  the  hatred  of 
hell  incarnate  in  our  miserable  Communists.  To 
Our  Lord  in  the  tabernacle  one  of  them  cried  out: 

had  sworn  to  revenge  myself  on  you,"  and  firing 
at  the  tabernacle  added:  "Surrender  to  the  reds! 
surrender  to  the  Marxists!" 

The  profanation  of  sacred  relics  has  been  fright- 
ful. The  bodies  of  St.  Narcissus,  St.  Pascual  Bailon, 
Blessed  Beatrice  of  Seville,  St.  Bernard  Calvo,  and 
others  were  destroyed  or  cast  into  the  flames.  In- 
credible methods  of  profanation  have  been  em- 
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ployed,  methods  that  could  hardly  be  conceived  of 
without  diabolical  suggestion.  Bells  were  destroyed, 
melted  down.  Public  worship  has  been  suppressed 
in  all  Communist  territory  with  the  exception  of 
one  little  section  in  the  north.  Many  temples, 
among  them  some  jewels  of  art,  have  been  torn 
down  and  totally  demolished.  Even  defenseless 
priests  have  been  forced  to  help  in  these  iniquities. 
Famous  images,  venerated  for  centuries,  have  disap- 
peared forever,  destroyed  or  burned.  In  many 
places  the  Communist  chief  obliged  citizens  to  turn 
in  all  their  religious  articles  to  be  publicly  de- 
stroyed. Reflect  on  what  all  this  means  when 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  natural  law,  family 
ties  and  how  it  outrages  the  Christian  conscience. 

We  will  go  no  further.  Venerable  Brothers,  in 
this  denunciation  of  the  acts  of  the  Communists  in 
our  country.  We  leave  to  history  the  task  of  nar- 
rating the  things  that  have  happened  here.  If  we 
are  open  to  criticism  for  thus  crudely  listing  these 
blots  on  the  record  of  our  revolution,  we  find  our 
justification  in  the  example  of  St.  Paul,  who  never 
hesitated  to  vindicate  with  violent  language  the 
memory  of  the  Prophets  of  Israel  and  who  had  none 
but  the  harshest  words  for  the  enemies  of  God;  or 
in  the  language  used  by  our  Most  Holy  Father  who 
in  his  Encyclical  on  Atheistic  Communism  speaks 
of  "this  fearful  destruction  carried  out  in  Spain 
with  a  hatred  and  a  savage  barbarity  one  would 
hardly  have  believed  possible  in  our  age." 

We  repeat  our  words  of  forgiveness  to  all  and 
our  purpose  to  do  them  every  good  we  can.  And 
we  bring  this  section  to  an  end  with  the  words  of 
the  Ofl&cial  Report  on  the  incidents  of  the  first 
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three  months  of  the  war:  "'The  Spanish  people  are 
not  blamed  for  anything  but  that  they  served  as  the 
instrument  by  which  these  crimes  were  committed. 
..."  This  hatred  of  religion  and  of  the  traditions 
of  our  country,  of  which  so  many  of  the  things 
now  lost  forever  were  the  evidence,  **came  from 
Russia,  exported  by  perverted  orientals.'"  In  ex- 
onerating so  many  victims,  deluded  by  the  teach- 
ings of  devils,  we  will  bear  witness  that  of  our 
Communists,  when  brought  to  account  for  their 
lawlessness,  before  they  die  a  majority  become 
reconciled  with  the  God  of  their  fathers.  In  Mal- 
lorca  only  two  per  cent  has  died  impenitent;  in  the 
southern  districts  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent 
and  in  the  north  perhaps  ten  per  cent.  This  is  evi- 
dence that  our  people  have  been  the  victims  of 
treachery  and  deceit. 


VII 


CHARACTER  OF  THE  NATIONALIST 
MOVEMENT 

We  proceed  now  to  describe  in  outline  the  char- 
acter of  the  "nationalist"  movement.  We  hold 
that  the  name,  "nationalist,"  is  well  chosen.  First, 
it  is  justified  by  the  spirit  of  the  movement.  A 
great  majority  of  the  Spanish  nation  were  disasso- 
ciated from  a  situation  in  the  state  which  failed  to 
represent  the  deepest  needs  and  aspirations  of  the 
nation;  the  movement  was  hopefully  accepted  by 
the  whole  nation;  in  regions  controlled  by  the 
liberals  the  nation  has  no  other  hope  than  to  de- 
stroy the  armed  strength  of  the  Communists.  The 
movement  is  national  too  in  the  end  it  pursues.  Its 
purpose  is  to  rescue  and  hereafter  to  defend  those 
things  that  are  indispensable  to  a  people  organized 
in  a  state  to  enable  it  to  continue  its  history  in  a 
worthy  manner.  We  are  stating  that  which  is  a 
reality  as  well  as  a  desire  of  Spanish  citizens  in  gen- 
eral. We  do  not  indicate  the  means  by  which  it  is 
to  be  achieved. 

This  movement  has  strengthened  love  of  country 
in  opposing  the  alienism  of  the  forces  that  contend 
against  it.  Country,  fatherland,  the  word  refers 
to  paternity;  it  is,  as  it  were,  the  moral  environ- 
ment, like  an  expanded  family,  in  which  the  citi- 
zen attains  to  full  development;  and  this  nationalist 
movement  has  channelled  a  current  of  love  cen- 
tered around  the  name  and  the  historic  reality  that 
is  Spain,  tending  away  from  those  outside  influ- 
ences that  would  sweep  us  to  our  ruin.   And  just  as 
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love  for  country,  become  supernatural  through 
love  for  Jesus  Christ,  our  God  and  our  Lord,  at- 
tains to  the  heights  of  Christian  charity,  we  have 
seen  an  outburst  of  true  charity  which  found  its 
mightiest  expression  in  the  blood  of  those  thousands 
of  Spaniards  who  gave  up  life  with  the  battle  cry 
of  "Viva  Espafia!   Viva  Cristo  Rey!"  on  their  lips. 

Within  the  nationalist  movement  there  has  oc- 
curred the  phenomenon,  marvelous  phenomenon, 
of  martyrdom,  true  martyrdom,  as  the  Pope  has 
said,  the  martyrdom  of  thousands  of  Spaniards, 
priests,  religious,  lay  men  and  women;  and  this  wit- 
ness of  blood,  in  the  future  under  penalty  of  great 
political  responsibility,  once  arms  have  been  laid 
down,  must  be  the  beacon  light  that  guides  the  acts 
of  those  who  are  to  build  the  new  State  in  the 
happy  days  of  peace. 

This  movement  has  preserved  order  in  the  terri- 
tory under  its  control.  Compare  this  condition  in 
regions  where  the  nationalist  movement  is  domi- 
nant with  conditions  in  regions  controlled  by  the 
Communists.  Of  these  we  can  say  in  the  words  of 
the  Wise  man:  "Ubi  non  est  gubernator,  dissipabi- 
tur  populus";  without  priests,  without  churches, 
without  worship,  without  justice,  without  au- 
thority, they  are  the  prey  of  anarchy,  of  hunger 
and  of  poverty.  On  the  contrary,  even  while  the 
hardships  and  sufferings  of  the  war  still  endure,  the 
other  regions  of  Spain  enjoy  the  peace  of  internal 
order,  under  the  government  of  a  true  authority, 
the  principles  of  justice,  of  peace  and  of  progress 
which  foreshadow  a  fruitful  social  life.  While  in 
Marxist  Spain  men  live  without  God,  in  those 
regions  that  were  spared  or  have  been  reconquered 
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the  worship  of  God  is  celebrated  with  joy  and  new 
evidences  of  Christian  Hving  are  multipHed  and 
prosper. 

This  condition  justifies  the  hope  that  the  future 
regime  will  be  one  of  justice  and  peace.  We  do  not 
wish  to  venture  any  prophecy.  The  evils  that 
afflict  us  are  many.  The  loosening  of  social  ties; 
customs  that  have  developed  along  with  political 
corruption;  disregard  for  civil  duties;  the  rarity  of 
properly  trained  Catholic  consciences ;  divisions 
due  to  failure  to  agree  on  how  we  can  solve  our 
most  pressing  national  problems;  the  elimination  by 
cruel  assassination  of  thousands  of  select  men  who 
by  position  and  training  would  be  expected  to  un- 
dertake the  reconstruction  of  the  nation;  the 
hatreds  and  the  misery  that  are  the  fruits  of  every 
civil  war;  the  alien  notion  concerning  the  state 
which  tends  to  set  the  state  against  the  nation  and 
against  every  Christian  influence;  these  will  be  the 
obstacles  that  must  be  overcome  to  make  Spain 
once  more  grow,  a  true  offshoot  of  the  ancient 
trunk  through  which  flows  the  life-giving  sap  of 
our  history.  But  we  do  entertain  the  hope  that, 
reflecting  on  the  enormous  sacrifice  made,  once 
more  we  will  find  our  true  national  spirit.  We  are 
rebuilding  it  slowly  by  enacting  laws  in  which 
there  is  a  dominant  Christian  mentality,  in  culture, 
in  morals,  in  social  justice  and  in  the  honor  and 
worship  of  God.  Let  God  be  first  served  in  Spain, 
then  only,  will  the  nation  be  truly  well  served. 


VIII 


REPLY  TO  CRITICS 

We  would  not  accomplish  the  purpose  of  this 
letter,  Venerable  Brothers,  if  we  failed  to  reply  to 
some  criticisms  made  of  us  from  abroad. 

The  Church  has  been  charged  with  having  de- 
fended herself  against  a  popular  movement  barri- 
cading herself  in  the  churches  and  that,  due  to  this, 
priests  were  slaughtered  and  churches  destroyed. — 
We  say:  No!  The  attack  on  the  churches  came 
without  warning  almost  at  the  same  time  in  every 
section  of  Spain,  and  was  accompanied  by  the  kill- 
ing of  priests.  The  churches  were  burned  because 
they  were  houses  of  God.  The  priests  were  sacri- 
ficed because  they  were  ministers  of  God.  Of  this 
there  is  abundant  evidence.  The  Church  was  not 
the  aggressor.  She  was  the  foremost  benefactor  of 
the  people,  teaching  the  doctrine  and  promoting 
the  practices  of  social  justice.  She  fell,  wherever 
anarchist  Communism  had  control,  an  innocent 
victim,  peaceful  and  without  defense. 

From  abroad  some  have  insisted  that  we  state 
whether  or  not  it  is  true  that  in  Spain  the  Church 
holds  title  to  one-third  of  all  the  national  territory, 
and  did  the  people  rise  to  free  themselves  from  her 
oppression.  This  charge  is  ridiculous.  The  only 
properties  of  which  the  Church  was  in  possession 
were  a  few  insignificant  parcels  of  land,  houses  of 
priests  and  of  educational  activities,  and  even  these 
in  recent  years  were  taken  by  the  State.  Property 
possessed  by  the  Church  in  Spain  is  insuflScient  to 
satisfy  one-fourth  of  the  needs  of  the  Church  and 
is  devoted  to  most  sacred  obligations. 
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It  is  charged  that  the  Church  has  been  rash, 
assuming  a  partisan  position,  meddUng  in  a  con- 
troversy that  divides  the  nation.  The  Church  has 
stood  always  on  the  side  of  justice  and  of  peace, 
and  has  collaborated  with  civil  authority  in  every 
situation  involving  the  general  welfare.  She  has 
bound  herself  to  no  one,  to  no  party,  person  or 
cause.  Standing  on  a  plane  higher  than  that  of  any 
man  or  of  any  thing,  she  has  fulfilled  her  duty  to 
teach  charity,  to  exhort  men  to  practice  charity 
and  has  been  profoundly  grieved  because  she  saw 
herself  persecuted  and  repudiated  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  her  misguided  sons.  For  witness  of  the  truth 
of  what  we  say  we  appeal  to  the  abundant  evidence 
of  written  documents  and  recorded  facts. 

It  is  said  that  this  is  a  class  war  and  that  the 
Church  has  taken  her  position  on  the  side  of  the 
rich.  Anyone,  who  knows  the  true  causes  and  the 
real  character  of  this  war,  knows  that  this  is  not 
true.  Even  admitting  that  here  or  there  there  may 
have  been  carelessness  in  fulfilling  duties  of  charity 
and  justice,  everyone  knows  that  the  Church  has 
been  the  chief  advocate  of  the  fulfillment  of  these 
duties,  that  laws  had  been  enacted  to  protect  labor, 
and  that  the  nation  had  clearly  entered  upon  a  pro- 
gram for  the  better  distribution  of  wealth.  Class 
war  is  more  bitter  in  other  countries  than  it  is  in 
Spain.  It  is  in  Spain  precisely  that  vast  sections 
among  the  poorest  have  freed  themselves  from  this 
war;  and  more  blood  has  been  shed  where  the 
people  enjoyed  a  higher  degree  of  wealth  and  pros- 
perity. Not  thus  can  our  advanced  social  legisla- 
tion be  cast  into  oblivion,  nor  our  flourishing  in- 
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stitutions  of  benevolence  and  of  social  service  both 
public  and  private  dating  back  to  the  earliest 
periods  of  Spanish  history,  and  all  of  a  most  Chris- 
tian character.  The  people  were  deluded  by 
promises  that  could  never  be  realized,  that  were  not 
compatible  with  the  economic  condition  of  the 
country,  or  with  any  organized  economy.  Look 
at  the  prosperity  of  regions  that  escaped  and  then 
look  at  the  misery  which  has  already  overwhelmed 
the  regions  that  have  fallen  under  the  control  of 
the  Communists. 

Our  critics  hold  that  this  war  in  Spain  is  only 
an  episode  in  a  world-wide  struggle  between  De- 
mocracy and  Statism,  and  charge  that  the  victory 
of  the  nationalist  movement  would  reduce  the  na- 
tion to  slavery  under  the  State.  "The  Church  in 
Spain,''  we  read  in  a  foreign  magazine,  ''forced  to 
choose  between  persecution  by  the  Madrid  Gov- 
ernment and  servitude  under  men  who  represent 
political  tendencies  that  have  nothing  in  common 
with  Christianity,  has  chosen  servitude."  The 
Church  has  faced  no  such  dilemma  in  our  country. 
The  Church  in  Spain  rather  than  perish  altogether 
at  the  hands  of  Communism  as  has  happened  in 
regions  dominated  by  Communism  feels  that  she 
is  protected  by  a  power  that,  up  to  the  present  has 
safeguarded  the  fundamental  principles  of  society, 
and  she  has  given  no  consideration  to  the  political 
tendencies  of  that  power. 

With  regard  to  the  future  we  cannot  predict 
what  may  happen  when  the  struggle  ends.  We 
do,  however,  aflSrm  that  this  war  was  not  under- 
taken to  set  up  an  autocratic  state  over  a  humili- 
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ated  people,  but  to  bring  about  a  revival  of  the 
national  spirit  with  the  strength  and  liberty  of 
early  times.  We  trust  in  the  prudence  of  men  who 
were  not  willing  to  accept  alien  patterns  for  the 
remoulding  of  the  Spanish  state,  men  who  will  take 
into  account  the  requirements  of  the  intimate  life 
of  the  nation  and  the  course  that  has  been  charted 
by  the  experience  of  past  centuries.  Every  well- 
ordered  society  has  for  its  rootstem  profound  prin- 
ciples, and  by  these  society  lives,  not  by  absorbing 
alien  injections  that  are  not  in  accord  with  national 
life.  Life  is  more  powerful  than  any  program, 
and  no  prudent  government  will  impose  a  program 
that  does  violence  to  the  inner  forces  of  a  nation. 
We  would  be  the  first  to  lament  if  the  irresponsible 
absolute  sovereignty  of  parliament  were  to  be  re- 
placed by  a  terrible  dictatorship  having  its  roots 
elsewhere  than  in  the  nation.  We  cherish  the  legiti- 
mate expectation  that  this  will  not  happen.  The 
very  thing  that  has  saved  Spain  in  these  grave  times 
has  been  the  persistence  of  these  age  old  principles 
that  have  given  to  our  national  life  its  character 
and  the  fact  that  a  great  section  of  the  nation  took 
up  arms  in  defense  of  these  principles.  It  would 
be  a  mistake  to  cause  any  break  in  the  course  of  the 
spiritual  growth  of  the  country,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  suspect  that  this  mistake  will  be  com- 
mitted. 

The  charge  has  been  made  that  those  who  direct 
the  nationalist  movement  are  responsible  for  crimes 
just  Uke  those  committed  by  the  People's  Front. 
"The  White  Army,"  we  read  in  a  prominent  for- 
eign CathoHc  review,  '*has  resorted  to  unfair  meas- 
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ures  against  which  it  is  our  duty  to  protest.  .  .  . 
As  a  whole  the  information  we  have  indicates  that 
in  nationaHst  Spain  there  is  a  reign  of  terror  just 
as  horrible  as  revolutionary  terrors  nearly  always 
are.  .  .  .  Results  achieved  seem  to  be  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  systematic  cruelty  of  which  the 
troops  give  evidence."  The  author,  for  whom  we 
have  respect,  is  very  poorly  informed.  Every  war 
has  its  atrocities.  The  nationalist  movement  doubt- 
less has  had  its  atrocities.  No  one  maintains  com- 
plete serenity  while  defending  himself  against  the 
mad  onslaughts  of  an  enemy  that  knows  no  mercy. 
In  the  name  of  justice  and  Christian  charity  we  re- 
prove any  atrocities  that  may  have  been  committed 
by  mistake  or  by  subordinates  and  which  have  been 
assembled  in  the  foreign  reports,  but  we  affirm  that 
the  criticism  to  which  we  reply  is  not  justified  by 
the  truth.  We  further  affirm  that  an  enormous 
unbridgable  chasm  separates  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice and  their  administration  or  execution  on  the 
one  side  in  this  contest  from  that  in  vogue  on  the 
other.  We  would  say  rather  that  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  by  the  People's  Front  has  been  a  story 
of  terrible  outrages  against  justice,  against  God, 
against  society  and  against  men.  There  can  be  no 
justice  where  men  eliminate  God,  the  principle  of 
all  justice.  To  kill  for  the  sake  of  killing,  to  de- 
stroy for  the  sake  of  destroying;  to  rob  a  non- 
belligerent who  disagrees  and  make  this  a  rule  of 
civic  and  military  conduct:  these  are  the  things 
that  can  with  justice  be  said  of  one  side  and  which 
cannot  without  injustice  be  said  of  the  other  side. 
Just  a  word  here  on  the  problem  of  Basque  na- 


38  The  Spanish  Situation 


tionalism  so  greatly  misunderstood  and  falsified 
which  has  been  turned  into  an  arm  against  the  na- 
tionalist movement.  We  give  all  our  admiration 
to  the  civil  and  religious  virtues  of  our  Basque 
brothers.  Our  charity  goes  out  to  them  for  the 
affliction  that  it  is  their  misfortune  to  suffer,  we 
consider  their  affliction  as  our  own  because  it  is  the 
affliction  of  our  country.  We  are  filled  with  pity 
by  the  obfuscation  of  their  leaders  in  a  movement 
of  such  grave  significance  in  their  history.  But  we 
have  only  reproof  for  their  refusal  to  heed  the  voice 
of  the  Church  and  for  having  given  a  practical 
demonstration  of  the  truth  of  the  words  of  Pius  XI 
in  the  Encyclical  on  Atheistic  Communism:  "The 
radicals,  who  are  not  so  very  numerous,  profiting 
by  this  discord,  are  able  to  make  it  more  acute,  and 
end  by  pitting  Catholics  one  against  the  other." 
*'Those  who  make  a  practice  of  spreading  dissention 
among  Catholics  assume  a  terrible  responsibility 
before  God  and  the  Church."  "Communism  is  in- 
trinsically wrong,  and  no  one  who  would  save 
Christian  civilization  may  collaborate  with  it  in 
any  undertaking  whatsoever."  "The  greater  the 
antiquity  and  grandeur  of  the  Christian  civiliza- 
tion in  the  regions  where  Communism  successfully 
penetrates,  so  much  more  devastating  will  be  the 
hatred  displayed  by  the  godless." 

In  a  widely  circulated  foreign  review  the  state- 
ment was  made  that  the  people  have  deserted  the 
priest  in  Spain  because  the  priests  are  recruited 
from  the  upper  class,  and  that  the  people  are  un- 
willing to  have  their  children  baptized  because  of 
the  high  charge  for  administering  the  sacrament. 
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To  the  first  criticism  we  reply  that  in  seminaries 
in  Spain  vocations  are  recruited  from  the  following 
sources:  In  1935  there  were  7,401  students  in  the 
seminaries.  Of  these  6  were  from  the  nobility;  115 
from  families  owning  property  valued  at  10,000 
pesetas  or  more;  7,280  from  the  poor  and  indigent. 
To  the  second  criticism  we  reply  that  before  the 
change  of  regime  less  than  one  in  ten  thousand  chil- 
dren having  Catholic  parents  were  not  baptized, 
the  honorarium  was  very  low  and  the  poor  were 
never  called  upon  to  pay  even  that. 


IX 


CONCLUSION 

We  bring  to  a  conclusion  now,  Venerable 
Brothers,  this  already  long  letter  and  in  doing  this 
we  pray  you  to  weep  with  us  over  the  national 
catastrophe  of  Spain,  in  which  have  been  lost  jus- 
tice and  peace,  the  basis  of  the  general  welfare  and 
of  that  virtuous  life  of  the  City  to  which  the 
Angelical  Doctor  refers,  and  along  with  them  have 
gone  incalculable  values  of  civilization  and  of 
Christian  life.  Because  men  forgot  virtue  and 
truth  in  the  political,  economic  and  social  orders 
this  misfortune  has  come  to  us  as  a  body.  We  have 
been  badly  governed,  because,  as  St.  Thomas  says, 
God  sets  the  hypocrite  to  govern  because  of  the 
sins  of  the  people. 

To  your  pity  add  the  charity  of  your  prayers 
and  the  prayers  of  your  people;  so  that  we  may 
learn  the  lesson  of  the  punishment  with  which  God 
has  tried  us;  so  that  the  reconstruction  of  our  coun- 
try may  be  hastened  and  that  in  the  future  she  may 
fulfill  the  destiny  foreshadowed  for  her  by  the 
achievements  of  former  years;  but  God  permit  that 
in  answer  to  these  prayers,  the  flood  of  Communism 
be  stayed  that  threatens  to  engulf  the  spirit  of  God 
and  the  spirit  of  man,  the  sustaining  pillars  of  every 
civilization  that  has  endured. 

Round  out  your  work  with  the  charity  of  truth 
concerning  Spain.  "Let  not  affliction  be  heaped 
upon  the  afflicted";  to  all  that  we  have  suffered  has 
been  added  the  pain  that  our  suffering  has  not  been 
understood.    Even  more,  our  sufferings  have  been 
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made  greater  by  lies,  by  subtle  insinuation  and  by 
tortuous  interpretation  of  the  facts.  They  have 
not  even  done  us  the  honor  of  seeing  us  as  victims. 
Reason  and  justice  have  been  weighed  in  the  same 
balance  as  unreason  and  injustice  such  as  was  never 
seen  before.  To  the  periodical  that  has  been  paid, 
to  the  pamphlet  or  article  of  a  prevaricating 
Spaniard  has  been  given  the  same  credit  as  was 
given  to  the  voice  of  Prelates,  to  the  conscientious 
analysis  of  moralists  or  to  authentic  reports  in 
which  were  tabulated  facts  that  are  a  disgrace  to 
the  history  of  man.  Aid  us  to  make  the  truth 
known.  The  right  of  truth  to  be  known  cannot  be 
denied,  especially  when  the  honor  of  an  entire 
people,  the  prestige  of  the  church,  the  salvation  of 
souls  are  involved.  Aid  us  to  spread  the  message 
of  this  letter,  by  encouraging  the  press  and  Catho- 
lic propaganda  correcting  errors  that  may  appear 
in  the  press  that  is  indifferent  or  opposed.  The 
man,  our  enemy,  has  sowed  abundantly  the  cockle 
seed;  help  us  sow  the  good  seed. 

Permit  us  one  closing  statement.  God  knows 
how  we  love  in  the  bowels  of  Christ  and  forgive 
everyone  who,  not  knowing  what  he  did,  has  done 
a  grave  injury  to  Church  or  country.  They  are 
our  sons.  Before  God  we  pray  and  for  them  we 
offer  the  merits  of  our  martyrs,  of  the  ten  Bishops 
and  thousands  of  priests,  of  the  Catholics  who  died 
with  words  of  pardon  on  their  lips  and  with  them 
the  suffering  deep  as  the  sea  which  our  Spain  en- 
dures. Pray  that  in  our  country  hatreds  be  ex- 
tinguished, that  souls  be  drawn  together  and  that 
at  last  we  may  all  be  one  in  the  bond  of  charity. 
Forget  not  our  Bishops  who  have  been  assassinated, 
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the  souls  of  so  many  thousands  of  priests,  or  re- 
Hgious  and  of  lay  men  and  women  who  fell  only 
because  they  were  the  chosen  militia  of  Christ;  ask 
the  Lord  to  increase  the  fecundity  of  their  noble 
blood.  Of  no  one  of  them  is  it  known  that  he 
broke  in  the  hour  of  martyrdom.  In  thousands 
they  gave  the  example  of  loftiest  heroism.  They 
are  the  glory  of  our  Spain  that  will  not  tarnish. 
Help  us  to  pray  and  over  our  land,  wet  with  the 
blood  of  brothers,  once  more  will  appear  the  rain- 
bow of  Christian  peace  and  at  the  same  time  our 
Church  will  be  reconstructed  and  our  country 
made  more  productive. 

May  the  peace  of  the  Lord  be  with  you  all.  He 
indeed  already  has  summoned  us  to  the  work  for 
peace  in  the  world,  for  to  achieve  it  is  to  achieve 
the  reign  of  God  in  the  world  through  the  building 
of  the  Body  of  Christ  which  is  the  Church  over 
which  we  have  been  placed  as  Bishops  and  Pastors. 

We  write  to  you  from  Spain  recalling  the  re- 
membrance of  those  Brothers  who  are  dead  or  are 
not  in  Spain,  on  the  feast  of  the  Most  Precious 
Blood  of  Our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  July  1,  1937. 

Signed: 

1^  ISIDRO  CARDINAL  GOMA,  Archbishop  of  Toledo, 
1^  EUSTAQUIO,  Cardinal   Ilundain  y  Esteban,  Arch- 
bishop of  Seville, 
^  PRUDENCIO,  Archbishop  of  Valencia, 
1^  MANUEL,  Archbishop  of  Burgos, 
1^  RIGOBERTO,  Archbishop  of  Zaragoza, 
^  TOMAS,  Archbishop  of  Santiago, 

1^1  AGUSTIN,  Archbishop  of  Granada,  Administrator 
Apostolic  of  Almeiria,  Guadix  and  Jaen, 

^  JOSE,  Archbishop  Bishop  of  Mallorca, 

^  ADOLFO,  Bishop  of  Cordoba,  Administrator  Apostolic 
of  Ciudad  Real, 
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1^  ANTONIO,  Bishop  of  Asturga, 

1^  LEOPOLDO,  Bishop  of  Madrid-AlcaU, 

1^  MANUEL,  Bishop  of  Palencia, 

^  ENRIQUE,  Bishop  of  Salamanca, 

1^  VALENTIN,  Bishop  of  Solsona, 

^  JUSTINO,  Bishop  of  Urgel, 

1^  MIGUEL  DE  LOS  SANTOS,  Bishop  of  Cartagena, 

1^  FIDEL,  Bishop  of  Calahorra, 

^  FLORENCIO,  Bishop  of  Orense, 

a&  RAFAEL,  Bishop  of  Lugo, 

^  FELIX,  Bishop  of  Tortosa, 

^  FR.  ALBINO,  Bishop  of  Tenerife, 

*  JUAN,  Bishop  of  Jaca, 

^  JUAN,  Bishop  of  Vich, 

^  NICANAR,  Bishop  of  Taragona,  Administrator  Apos- 
tolic of  Tudela, 
^  JOSE,  Bishop  of  Santander, 
1^  FELICIANO,  Bishop  of  Plasencia, 

^  ANTONIO,  Bishop  of  Quersonesa  de  Greta,  Adminis- 
trator Apostolic  of  Ibiza, 

LUGIANO,  Bishop  of  Segovia, 
^  MANUEL,  Bishop  of  Gurio, 
^  MANUEL,  Bishop  of  Zamora, 
lj(  LINO,  Bishop  of  Huesca, 
1^  ANTONIO,  Bishop  of  Tuy, 
Ijl  JOSE  MARIA,  Bishop  of  Badajoz, 
^  JOSE,  Bishop  of  Gerona, 
^  JUSTO,  Bishop  of  Oviedo, 
^  FR.  FRANGISGO,  Bishop  of  Garia, 
^  BENJAMIN,  Bishop  of  Mondonedo, 
^  TOMAS,  Bishop  of  Osma, 
^  FR.  ANSELMO,  Bishop  of  Teruel-Albarracin, 
^  SANTOS,  Bishop  of  Avila, 
^  BALBINO,  Bishop  of  Malaga, 
^  MARGELINO,  Bishop  of  Pamplona, 
l3&  ANTONIO,  Bishop  of  Ganarias, 

HILARIO  YABEN,  Vicar  Gapitular  of  Siguenza, 
^  EUGENIO  DOMAIGA,  Vicar  Gapitular  of  Gadiz, 
^  EMILIO  F.  GARGIA,  Vicar  Gapitular  of  Genta, 
^  FERNANDO  ALVAREZ,  Vicar  Gapitular  of  Leon, 
^  JOSE  ZURITA,  Vicar  Gapitular  of  Valladolid. 


